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LIGURIAN REPUBLIC

TO THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF GENOA

MOMBELLO, June 16, 1797.

I HAVE received your letter from citizen Emmanuel
Balbi. The first steps your Government has taken justify
the confidence reposed in it by the people of Genoa.

Provincial governments are in a difficult situation, and
ought to consider nothing but the public safety, and the
interests of the country.

The Republic of Genoa cannot exist without commerce,
and commerce cannot exist without credit. Under a weak
government, or in a country divided by factions, credit is
impossible.

The government must be weak, the state cannot but be
torn by factions, so long as some hundreds of the citizens
organise an assembly of their own, take part in all the
debates, and enjoy popularity, whilst all the time their
motive is exaggeration, and their only aim is to destroy.

During your provisional government, a commission
ought to be chosen to draw up your Constitution, and the
organic laws of your Republic. Your chief duty is to silence
political passion, to see that the legislative Commission does
its work undisturbed, and thus to ensure that you are not
given trumped up laws and an ephemeral Constitution.

Prudence and moderation are found in all countries and
in every age, for both are based upon our physical nature: but
they are vitally necessary to small states and commercial cities*

Throughout the period of your provisional government
and up to the moment when you have laws and a stable
constitution, act as though you were in a vessel buffeted by
the waves: insistthat every citizen goes about his own work,
and that no ^>ne tries to compete with the Government.

As you do not know what your Constitution will allow
or disallow, prohibit for the present any kind of association
among the citizens.
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